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Beaconsfield  House, 

Hanwell,  W., 

4 th  March , 1899. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hanwell  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  herewith  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  conditions  of  the  District  during  the  past 
year,  1898. 

As  in  previous  years  the  statisticts  are  based  upon  the  monthly 
returns  received  from  the  Sub-Registrar,  and  I have  included  the 
population  of  the  Central  London  District  Schools  with  that  of  the 
District,  simply  pointing  out  in  Tables  A.  & B.  the  deaths  and 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  that  have  occurred  in  that  Institution 
during  the  year.  My  reasons  for  doing  so  were  given  so  fully  in  my 
last  Annual  Report  that  I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  them. 

During  the  year  200  Births  and  104  Deaths  were  registered. 
Three  of  the  latter  were  non-residents,  so  that  there  were  only  101 
deaths  of  inhabitants. 

The  natural  increase  in  population  for  the  year,  that  is,  excess 
of  Births  over  Deaths  of  inhabitants,  is  99,  and  I therefore  estimate 
the  population  at  6872,  and  base  the  calculation  of  the  various  rates 
mentioned  hereafter  on  this  estimate. 

Of  the  101  deaths  of  inhabitants — 50  were  males  and  51  females  ; 
of  the  non-residents — 2 were  males,  and  1 a female.  Two  deaths 
(both  boys)  occurred  at  the  Central  London  District  Schools.  The 
deaths  of  residents  dying  outside  the  District  are  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain accurately,  and  are  so  few  as  hardly  to  affect  the  Death  Rate. 

I estimate  the  Death  Rate  for  the  past  year  at  14*6  per  1,000 
persons  living. 
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The  following  are  the  annual  Death  Rates  since 

1883:— 

1883 

15-10 

1891 

13-0 

1884 

14  32 

1892 

12-8 

1885 

13-49 

1893 

13-9 

1886 

13-96 

1894 

13-05 

1887 

13-05 

1895 

10-8 

1888 

8-6 

1896 

14-7 

1889 

13-1 

1897 

12-6 

1890 

15-08 

1898 

14-6 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  ages  at  death  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  Table  A.  appended 
to  this  Report.  There  were  82  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  or  proportion  of  infantile  deaths  to 
births  of  160  per  1,000. 

The  infantile  mortality  in  1895  was  140*5. 

„ „ „ 1896  „ 131*4. 

„ „ „ 1897  „ 127*7. 

„ „ „ 1898  „ 160-0. 

The  infantile  mortality  is  high  this  year  on  account  of  there 
being  six  deaths  of  infants  due  to  premature  birth. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Diseases  causing  death  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  viz : 
(i.)  the  infectious  or  preventible  ; and  (ii.)  non-infectious  or  natural 
diseases. 


The  former  is  again  divided  into  two  classes,  viz  : those  required 
to  be  compulsorily  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act,  and  those  not  required  to  be  notified,  but  which  are  none  the 
less  infectious.  Of  the  Scheduled  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  the 
following  have  caused  deaths  during  the  year,  viz  : 


Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever 
Small  Pox 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
Typhus  Fever  ... 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 
Continued  Fever 


None. 

None. 

Six. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
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Relapsing  Fever 

• • • * • * 

None. 

Puerperal 

• • • • • • 

None. 

Cholera  ... 

• • • • • • 

None. 

Erysipelas 

• • • • • * 

None. 

and  the  following  non-notifiable  Diseases  : 
Measles  ... 

One. 

Whooping  Cough 

• * • • • • 

One. 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

• • . • • • 

Ten. 

From  the  Scheduled  Notifiable  Diseases  we  have  had  only  six 
deaths  out  of  103  reported,  and  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
including  those  not  required  to  be  notified,  we  have  had  18  deaths; 
the  death  rate  for  the  former  is,  therefore,  0*8,  and  the  latter  2*4. 


The  Scheduled  Diseases 
Death  Rate  was 

The  Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  Death  Rate. 

In  1896 

0-75 

4*8 

In  1897 

1*03 

2-2 

In  1898 

oo 

© 

• 

• 

2-4 

Births. 

There  were  200  births  registered  during  the  year,  viz : (95 


males  and  105  females),  which  is 

equivalent  to  a birth 

rate  of 

per  1,000. 

The  following 

are  the  birth  rates  since  1886  : 

1886 

28-45 

1893 

27*8 

1887 

29-19 

1894 

24-9 

1888 

25-98 

1895 

28-2 

1889 

27-6 

1896 

26-3 

1890 

28-7 

1897 

33-5 

1891 

27-2 

1898 

29-1 

1992 

25-2 

Marriages. 

There  were  42  marriages  at  the  Parish  Church  during  the  year, 
as  against  30  in  1897,  and  41  in  1896. 

Inquests. 

During  the  year  three  inquests  were  held,  and  four  deaths  were 
returned  as  “ Uncertified,”  but  no  inquest  was  held, 
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The  Mortuary. 

I have  received  many  complaints  during  the  year  as  to  the 
Mortuary.  Firstly,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  access  to  it  owing 
to  its  distance  from  any  place  where  the  inquest  can  be  held,  and 
the  bad  state  of  the  road  leading  to  it,  which  makes  it  difficult  for 
the  conveyance  of  bodies,  and  takes  up  the  time  of  the  Jurymen  and 
others  who  have  to  go  there  ; Secondly,  from  medical  men  who  are 
called  upon  to  make  use  of  it,  complaints  are  made  of  the  faulty 
structure  and  lack  of  proper  furniture.  There  should  be  a skylight 
in  the  roof  to  admit  light  and  admit  of  better  ventilation,  the  floor 
should  be  made  to  drain  better  to  the  grating  at  the  foot  of  the 
table.  The  walls  should  be  lined  with  glazed  tiles  or  some  smooth 
washable  impervious  material.  As  regards  the  furniture,  the  slab 
should  be  on  an  incline  from  head  to  foot  so  that  fluids  would  drain 
towards  the  hole  over  the  grating.  At  present  it  is  in  a horizontal 
position.  The  slab  or  table  should  be  moveable,  and  not  a fixture 
as  at  present.  A new  block  or  head-rest  should  be  provided — the 
present  block  of  wood  is  useless  as  a head-rest.  Water  should  be 
laid  on,  and  a gas  stove,  more  suitable  for  heating  water,  should  be 
provided,  together  with  a fixed  convenience,  fitted  with  taps,  basin, 
etc.,  for  washing  hands,  instruments,  etc.  For  purposes  of  the 
examination  a set  of  scales  should  be  supplied  for  weighing  the 
various  organs,  and  in  some  districts  a set  of  post-mortem  instru- 
ments is  provided.  This,  of  course,  all  means  an  outlay  in  the  first 
place,  but  when  one  considers  the  importance  and  gravity  of  these 
examinations,  and  the  responsibility  attached  to  the  medical  man 
making  them,  I think  it  will  be  granted  that  it  is  not  too  much  for 
them  to  expect  from  the  Authority  having  control  over  the  matter, 
that  he  should  have  the  means  provided  for  carrying  out  his  exami- 
nation to  his  satisfaction,  and  he  should  not  be  handicapped  by  want 
of  proper  Mortuary  accommodation  and  appliances. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  past  year  103  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified,  as  against  115  in  1897,  and  89  in  1896, 
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The  following  are  the  diseases  notified  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  55.  Of  these  38  occurred  at  the  C.L.D.S. 

Diphtheria  ...  29.  ,,  1 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  3.  „ 0 

Erysipelas  ...  16.  0 


Total 


103. 


>) 


39 


33 


33 


33 


»3 


33 


33 


The  proportion  of  cases  reported  to  the  population  is  therefore 
11*9  per  1,000. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


As  already  mentioned,  we  had  55  cases  of  this  disease  reported, 
but  none  proved  fatal,  and  38  of  the  cases  occurred  at  the  C.L.D. 
Schools,  where  an  epidemic  raged  during  the  month  of  April,  upon 
which  I reported  to  you  at  the  time.  All  the  cases  were  of  a 
“ trivial  kind,”  and  were  sent  to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
Hospital  at  Fulham. 

The  first  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Opthalmic  School 
last  year  (1897).  Most  of  the  first  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occur 
there,  which  is  not  surprising,  for  (1)  while  the  main  school 
represents  two  areas  in  London,  the  Opthalmic  School  represents 
twenty-two.  (2)  The  nature  of  the  Department  (Hospital  first,  then 
School)  prevents  any  system  of  quarantine. 


Diphtheria. 


We  had  29  cases  reported  and  six  fatal,  one  (non-fatal  case) 
occurred  at  the  Schools. 

The  difficulty  of  the  diagnosis  of  this  disease  in  some  cases  was 
pointed  out  fully  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  and  the  Enfield  Urban 
District  Council  have  so  far  recognised  the  importance  of  this  that 
they  issued  a circular  to  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District 
announcing  that  arrangements  had  been  made  to  examine  bacterio- 
logically  any  suspected  case  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  result  is  com- 
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municated  privately  to  the  Medical  Men  who  send  specimens.  The 
Clinical  Research  Association  and  the  Institute  of  Preventive 
Medicine  undertake  these  examinations,  and  provide  a special 
apparatus  for  sending  the  samples  to  them  in.  It  is  practically 
impossible  for  the  general  practitioner  to  make  these  examinations 
himself.  Further,  there  being  no  doubt  as  to  the  case  being  one  of 
Diphtheria,  the  specific  treatment,  viz  : antitoxin  injection,  should 
at  once  be  resorted  to.  Unfortunately,  this  is  rather  expensive,  and 
there  are  many  cases  that  cannot  well  afford  to  procure  antitoxin  for 
themselves.  In  these  cases  I am  of  opinion  the  Council  should 
bear  the  expense  of  this  essential  remedy.  The  statistics  of  this 
treatment  from  English  and  foreign  sources  give  an  equally  reliable 
indication  that  Anti-Diphtheria  serum  has  enormously  reduced  the 
death  rate  from  Diphtheria,  and  emphasise  the  importance  of  early 
or  prompt  treatment.  In  1896,  when  71  *3  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  cases  were  treated  with  antitoxin,  the  death  rate  for  cases 
treated  in  The  Metropolitan  Asylums’  Boards  Hospitals  on  the  first 
and  second  days  of  the  disease  were  respectively  4‘7  and  12'8,  as 
against  corresponding  rates  22*5  and  27 ‘0  for  1894,  when  only  a 
small  number  of  cases  were  treated  with  this  remedy. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  only  three  cases  of  this  disease  reported,  and  they 
all  recovered. 

Erysipelas. 

There  were  sixteen  cases  reported,  but  none  proved  fatal. 

Measles. 

This  is  not  one  of  the  Scheduled  Diseases,  so  I am  unable  to 
state  the  number  of  cases  that  occurred.  There  was  one  death 
registered  from  this  cause. 

Small  Pox  and  Vaccination. 

We  have  not  had  any  cases  of  Small  Pox,  and  I have  success- 
fully vaccinated,  as  Public  Vaccinator,  102  children  during  the  year. 
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Diarrhoea. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  this  complaint,  one  being  at  the 
Central  London  District  Schools.  All  the  cases  that  occurred  in 
the  Village  were  of  children  under  five  years  old,  the  majority  being 
infants ; the  disease  being  caused  in  most  cases  by  improper  feeding 
and  unwholesale  milk. 


Tuberculosis. 


We  have  had  nine  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  as 
against  11  last  year.  We  have  had  an  average  of  12  deaths  from 
this  complaint  each  year  during  the  past  eight  years.  This  disease 
is  now  regarded  as  preventable,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Sanitary 
Authorities  to  adopt  every  means  of  preventing  its  occurrence  and 
propagation. 

The  infection  is  usually  spread  through  the  inhalation  of  the 
dried  expectoration  or  by  drinking  the  milk  of  tuberculous  cows. 
Great  activity  has  been  shown  by  various  Societies  and  Institutions 
for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  this  fatal  disease,  and  it  is  the  general 
opinion  that  Veterinary  Inspectors  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  to  inspect  the  cows  which  supply  the  milk 
within  the  boundary  over  which  such  Authority  presides.  It  is  not 
the  grown-up  individual  who  consumes  the  greater  part  of  the  milk, 
but  children  and  infants,  and  it  is  necessary  to  see  as  far  as  possible 
that  no  germs  of  this  disease  are  imported  into  their  systems  by  the 
milk  which  they  require  for  their  nutrition.  One  may  remind  the 
careful  mother  to  sterilize  the  milk,  but  by  this  very  act  the  milk  is 
deprived  of  some  of  its  valuable  constituents.  It  is  as  much  the 
duty  of  a Sanitary  Authority  to  see  that  milk  is  supplied  to  the 
inhabitants  free  from  germs  of  Tubercle  as  is  their  duty  to  see  that 
the  water  supply  of  a District  is  pure  and  free  from  Typhoid  or 
other  germs.  This  can  only  be  done  by  frequent  inspection  by  a 
qualified  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  cows  supplying  the  milk  in  a 
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District,  and  requiring  a certificate  to  the  same  effect  for  all  milk 
imported. — Vide  Report  on  the  subject  recently  issued  by  the  British 
Medical  Association  (copy  appended). 

Another  source  of  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis  is  the  filthy  habit 
of  expectorating  in  our  public  highways  and  public  vehicles. 

The  disease  is  also  communicated  by  the  consumption  of 
diseased  meat.  For  this  reason  a Public  Slaughter  House  is  recom- 
mended, where  all  meat  killed  in  the  District,  and  all  meat  imported, 
may  be  inspected.  Your  Council  can  also  assist  the  crusade  against 
Tuberculosis  by  the  stringent  enforcement  of  your  Bye  Laws  for 
Milk  Shops,  Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds,  adopted  by  the  late  Local  Board, 
15th  May,  1888.  (2)  The  frequent  examination  of  milk  sold  in 

the  District  to  ascertain  its  freedom  from  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 
(3)  By  arranging  for  the  notification  of  all  cases  of  Tubercular 
Disease.  (4)  By  the  disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  these  cases. 
(5)  By  means  of  frequent  periodic  house  to  house  inspections,  im- 
proving the  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  houses  in  the  District,  and 
by  the  distribution  of  appropriate  literature. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

I hope  that  before  long  we  will  have  an  Isolation  Hospital  for 
our  infectious  cases,  and  a steam  disinfector.  A Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  21st  June,  1898,  concerning  an 
application  of  the  Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  <£4,610  for  this 
purpose. 

The  Inspector,  Arnold  Royle,  Esq.,  C.B.,  visited  the  site  of  the 
proposed  Hospital,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  it ; he  also 
examined  the  plans,  which  met  with  his  approval. 

The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been  given, 
and  all  that  is  now  necessary  is  for  the  loan  to  be  raised.  I trust 
this  will  soon  be  accomplished,  and  that  the  building  will  soon  be 
commenced.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Report  I sent  to  the 
Inspector  upon  the  subject  : 
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Beaconsfield  House, 

Hanwell,  W. 

21s£  June,  1898. 

To  Arnold  Royle,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Sir, 

re  THE  PROPOSED  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  FOR  HANWELL. 


In  accordance  with  your  request  I herewith  send  you  the  details 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  in  this  District  during  the 
past  5 years. 


Year. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria 

Membran- 
ous Croup 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysip- 

elas. 

Small 

Pox. 

Total. 

1898 

48 

9 

2 

1 

— 

10 

— 

70 

1894 

69 

8 

1 

2 

— 

22 

3# 

105 

1895 

46 

10 

2 

4 

— 

16 

— 

78 

1896 

52 

14 

— 

4 

1 

18 

— 

89 

1897 

77 

24 

- — 

6 

1 

7 

— 

115 

Total 

29*2 

65 

5 

17 

2 

78 

3 

457 

Of  these  cases  the  following  occurred  at  the  Central  London 
District  Schools,  the  only  large  Institution  in  the  District. 


1893 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1894 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1895 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1896 

17 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

1897 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

39 

10 

o 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

* Three  cases  of  doubtful  or  modiiled  Small  Pox  after  Vaccination, 
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The  population  of  the  District  in  1881  was  5,178  ; in  1891  it 
was  6,139  ; at  the  present  time  it  is  about  6,S22.  These  figures 
include  the  Central  London  District  Schools,  their  population  being 
from  800  to  1,000. 

During  the  present  year  there  has  been  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  the  Schools,  33  cases  of  this  disease  having  been  reported 
to  me  : — 

The  late  Medical  Officer  to  the  District  Council  Dr.  R.  Graves 
Burton,  M.D.,  with  whom  I have  been  associated  during  the  past 
12  years  constantly  reiterated  in  his  Annual  Reports  the  necessity  of 
providing  a Hospital  for  Isolation  purposes — in  that  for  the  year 
1894  he  says  “ The  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  attributable  to  the 
want  of  isolation  accommodation,  there  being  no  hospital.” 

For  many  reasons  I consider  the  provision  of  an  Isolation 
Hospital  such  as  the  one  proposed  to  be  erected,  most  urgently 
required  for  this  District,  where  the  smaller  class  property  is  in 
larger  proportion  than  in  many  other  Districts. 

There  are  many  houses  where  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
isolate  cases  in  any  way — the  disease  is  therefore  spread  from  one 
member  of  the  family  to  another,  this  has  frequently  happened. 
Last  year  out  of  the  77  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  there  were  5 cases 
in  the  same  house  in  three  instances,  and  in  many  other  instances 
there  were  two  or  three  cases  in  the  same  house  where  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the  disease  had  been  passed  on  from  one  member 
to  another. 

A great  number  of  the  occupants  of  these  houses  are  employed 
at  the  Central  London  District  Schools,  the  Great  Western  Railwav 
or  the  London  County  Asylum.  When  a case  of  infectious  disease 
occurs  in  the  house,  they  are  debarred  from  their  employment 
through  not  being  able  to  send  their  patient  to  a Hospital. 
They  either  have  to  suffer  this,  or  go  into  lodgings  involving 
considerable  expense. 

I therefore  consider  that  both,  on  the  grounds  of  Public  Health 
and  economy,  an  Isolation  Hospital  should  be  erected  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  HOPE. 
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Sanitary  Work,  Etc. 

The  Sanitary  work  and  improvement?  that  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  past  year  are  considerable,  as  regards  the  former, 
the  Tables  C,  i.  ii.  iii.  and  iv.  appended  to  this  report  do  not  by  any 
means  state  all  that  has  been  done.  Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  time 
has  been  fully  occupied  with  his  multifarious  duties  so  that  he  has 
not  been  able  to  spare  time  for  getting  out  the  information  asked 
for. 

I had  to  attend  before  the  Magistrates  at  Brentford  in  one  case 
only,  viz:  that  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  pig-keeping  in  Hanwell 
Park,  the  case  being  adjourned,  the  defendant  paying  costs,  a 
nominal  tine  and  abating  the  nuisance.  Of  the  improvements  that 
have  taken  place  that  of  the  provision  of  the  Recreation  Ground, 
will  prove  a great  boon  to  the  people.  The  improved  condition  of 
the  River  Brent  has  given  universal  satisfaction. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  HOPE, 

D.P.H.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  etc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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